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In the same year in which the Quakers established
in Pennsylvania their reign of liberty and of peace
with the red men. La Salle was laying the founda-
tion of the western empire of despotic France,
which seventy years afterwards was to hurl the
savages upon the English colonies, to wreck the
Quaker policy of peace, but to fail in the end to
maintain itself against the free colonies of England.
While they were building houses in Philadel-
phia, the settlers lived in bark huts or in caves dug
in the river bank, as the early settlers in New
Jersey across the river had lived. Pastorius, a
learned German Quaker, who had come out with
the English, placed over the door of his cave the
motto, "Parva domus, sed arnica bonis, procul este
profani," which much amused Penn when he saw
it. A certain Mrs. Morris was much exercised one
day as to how she could provide supper in the cave
for her husband who was working on the construc-
tion of their house. But on returning to her cave
she found that her cat had just brought in a fine
rabbit. In their later prosperous years they had
a picture of the cat and the rabbit made on a box
which has descended as a family heirloom. Doubt-
less there were preserved many other interesting
reminiscences of the brief camp life.